A study of drug and alcohol use among Missouri RNs.
1. Previous research in the area of chemical dependency among nurses reveals that chemical dependency often is associated with physical or emotional pain, that these nurses are likely to have a family member who is chemically dependent, and that the drugs of choice are alcohol and meperidine. 2. Findings from this study reveal that chemically dependent nurses have experimented with a variety of drugs, have used prescription medication for chronic or emotional pain, and began their drug use at an early age. 3. The nurses in this study took patient medication for their own use, used drugs while at work, and experienced memory loss or blackouts at work. These findings provide implications for nursing, especially related to quality and safety of patient care.